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SLAVE TKAIE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 



On iiRoHon (o rsoonsiiliiT tbevoie by vUrh^in House hid 
■dopled Ihe reBolultga InBducUng the CommlUee on Ibe 

inde Iq the DisUlcl ar Colmalila^ 

Mr. SAWYER aaid: 

Mr. SpEtKEn: I have heard this quesuon dis- 
cussed from time to lime, and by one eenileman 
aher another, until it would raally aeem Uiere J9 no 
other subject claiming the deliteralioiia of this 
House bul<i«ero slavery. It lakes precedence of 
all other questions — nay, it elbows all other buai- 
nesB out or this Houae. Come tip what may, in 
steps eboti lion ism, pushes it aside, and appropri- 
ates to its own use the lime which properly belongs 
to the people — ihe while people— the people who 
consttlule ihis great nation. Nearly half Ihe ses' 
sion has already paaeed. There are now on tha 
calendar some seven hundred private bills yet lo 
be acted upon, and nearly two hundred of a ^n- 
eral and iraportent nature, in which every citizen 
of this Republic is interested; besides, pelilions 
are coming in daily preying CongreBs to legislate 
upon many suhjeclB which the petilionera deem 
worthy of (he consideration of their representa- 
tives here; and yet, from morning lo ni^ht, day 
after day, and week afler week, nothing is talked 
of here, nothing can get a bearing chat-will not 
aSbrd an opportunity to lu^ in something about 
negro slsveiy. It is negro in Ihe morning — the 
poor negro at noon — and at riight again this same 
negro is thrust in upon ua. Sir, 1 am heartily 
tired of this nigger business. 1 wantacbange. 1 
beg gentlemen to remember there are some white 
people in this country, and thatthese while people 
*re entitled to tome eonsideralion — rather ' 



Ifaink than the blacks; at least, my sympalhiee and 
affections lead melo this opinion. Yet, a stranger, 
unacquainted wilh the real condition of things' 



tl listening lo the debates on this floor, would 
eome to a dilferent conclusion — would very natu- 
rally suppose that Congress wes instituted mainly 
for Ihe benefit of neeroas. And I begin lo fear 
that the hundreds of American citizens who hate 
presented claime for the consideration and action 
of Congress may come to the same inference. 

There are, loo, large numbers of petitions before 
na praying Congress lo adopt various measures, 
some intended to have a local and some b general 
bearing. Are these petilioners not to belieard? 
Arathey to be crowded out of Congress by niggers? 
Are they lo be told thai the negro, whom I hey only 
know as inferiors, wield a superior influence in this 



House; Sir, no gentleman here will speak oat 
and say " yes 1" But it is an old saying, and lime 
has approved it true, that " actions speak louder 
than words," And the actions gf aenllemen here 
answer these (juBstions in a very different language- 
from that ihcir lips would give. Their constini' 
ents may be satisfied with this difference between 
words and actions; they'may open their ears to 
the one, and close their eyes to the other. But, sir, . 
the constituency 1 have the honor to represent are ' 
not of this stamp; they are an intelligent and indo' 
pendent people, fkr above the craven's favorite' 
game of h id c-and -go-seek; they like plain deating; 
they like to see a man's words and aclions corre- 
spond; they do not recognize the nigger as an equal, 
'--'ess a superior; they expect their Repreaenta-' 
to look to their interesls, and not lojwasle hiS' 
I in mischievous endeavors to hoist the nigger 
ihe social scale with them. They prefer to seS' 
such measures as are colculaled to promote their 
own hnppinees and prosperity pushed along. 

It is now two yeare since I had the honor to in- 
troduce into this House a bill for the graduation 
ani reduciion of the price of the pubjic lands, and 
to give to every poor man and to every poor womaii 
who is the head of a fhmily one hundred and aiity 
acres for a home, free of cost. This bill has never 
been acted upon, notwilhstandingmy repeated ex-' 
ertions in ilaj'svor. The henefils that would ariM' 
from Ihe operations of such a law to that ponioa- 
of the Stale which I have the honor to represent, 
are inealculable. There are large tracts of Govern- 
raent lands there which, at the present prise, will 
not sell in many y«ar|. This is a very aeriouB 
obstacle in the way of the improvement of that 
portion of ihe Slate. Many parts are as yet but 
sparsely settled, and neighbors find themselves 
separaied by broad tracts of public land, the price 
of which ia too high la induce persons to buy and 
seltle. Families are thus placed too far apart to 
unile in establishing schools, and lo enjoy that fre- * 
quent interchange of society and good offices which 
settlers in new countriea have so much need of. 
Where aeltlements are retarded by large bodies of 
public lands, roads cannot be worked lo any ad- 
ventage. Every man has enough lo do on hil 
own land without making roads through the publio 
domain. The Qovernmenl, too, is the loser by 
this miserly system. 

The wealth and strength of a nation consist in 
the numbers and proaperily of its people. Tha 
not nalional wr-'-'- -—■• ■-- 



public lands i 



il wealth until they ai 



{ 



■ellled, improved, and mada productive. Then, 
indeed, the Gore rnment derives benefits rrnia them, 
and pot till then. By the cultivation of these 1a.nd9 
(be exports of the country are greatly increased. 



inand for those 



,11 be the dc- 
n ^hii^li 'he Government 



made up. It is diecetbre the duty and iotereat of 
the Qovernmenl to offer every fiv^ilitjr for the set- 
tlement and improvement of these lands. And I 
believe it could adopt no plan better calculated ta 
furlherthis great object, than to give to every head 
of a lamilv, tn»n or woman, a quarter section, 
upon the exfireBS condition thai Ihoy live upoB and 
improve it. Thus would be placal in the hands 
of poor and industrious persona the means of ob- 
taining those articles on which the revenues of the 
Government are laised; and the setder would 
thereby render an arnplB equivalent for the home 
he woidd receive. 

But there ia another reason why lands should 
be given to such persons as are not able to buy. 
It ia the duty*f the Government to aid, protect. 



inJuatry; and there ia no better u 



inducamcntH to exertion. Give him a liule 
of land where he can make a home, and feel cer- 
taiii that evary stroke of labor he makes is for hia 
own and Ilia family's benefit, tmd not to be divided 
vilh othera. He can ait down' under hii own 
"vine and fig-tree," with hia wife and his liiile 
onea around him, without fear of being driven 
away at the will of a cap^ous landlonC Thua 
irill iaduatry receive its proper reward, and the 
certainly of this reward will act as a stimulus to 
exertion. Thia is the way to make a wealthy 









is much land-in the northwestern pari of 

Ohio as rich as any in the world, but covered with 
such heavy forests that few men can afToid to pay 
the present Government price for it, and then clear 
up their Ihrnia. They can put their money to 
mora profitable uaes. Arid for these reasons, this 
fertile region in many pans is but aparsely inhab- 
ited. But give these lands to the hardy but poor 
pioneer, and this wilderneas will soon bloom aa 
ibe rose'i the sound of the axe will be heard in 
every direction, and the croah of falling trees will 
attest the ener^ with which it is wielded; and the 
crackling Same and curling smoke make Indian 
aummer for the sturdy laborer within his clearing. 
There will bo "rolUnga" every Thursday, and 
"raisings" avery Saturday. The dinner bom will 
be beard across broad fields, and will be answered 
by the keen appetites attendant upon honest labor. 
The music of the spinning-wheel will echo back 
the gayety of the happy-bearted lasa. Liule boya 
and girls, ruddy with health and made cheerful by 
' pLemy, will crowd the forest paths to achoola. 
Good roada will thread the wilderness, and upon 
them will be seen hundreds of hardy farmers 
wending their way lo markets with the products 
of their own labor, and returning wiih presents 
for their little children, and comforts and -conve- 
Biencsa for their families And in thia demand 
for foreign productions in exchange for our own, 
the Government will very Boon receive four times 
ihe value of the landa ii gives to produce this glo- 
rious result- And here, too, in times of war, the 
QotmoKeal wiU fiad soldiei's; atid in cimas of 



peace a happy and prosperous people. And what 
more can ii reasonably deairef Dpon every oon- 
sideralion of humoniiy, of justice, and of sound 
poUcy, this plan of disposing of the public lands 
ought to be adopted. 

All agree Ihat air and water belong to the hinnan 
race in common, and laws are enacted to protect 
bU alike In their enjoyment of ihem, because msn 
cannot exist without them; and yet land ia just as 
noccsaary to his existence as either of these ele- 
menta, and yel its uae ia circumscribed, confined 
to those who have money to buy. Thia should 
not.be so. The great secret of American prosper- 
ity is in our liberal land system — liberal compared 
with that of other guvernmenls, yet capable of 
great improvement; and the faster that improve- 
ment is made the more rapid will be our progress 
to that glorioua destiny before us. This, air, is 
something in which my constituents feel an inter- 
est far deeper than in any ni^er question you can 
raisB here. They want to see the wild lands 
around ^em in the hands of induslriouB, usenil 
settlers, and it is in the power of Congreas to 
grant this reasonable wish. 

Now, I appeal to the good sense of (his House; 
I appeal to the palriotiBm of gentlemen here; to 
their sense of obli^lion to their conatilucnta and 
to ibe country; to iheir respect for the dlguily and 
credit of this body,' to abandon this inramous 
waste of time — for such I must call it. 1 desire to 
cast no censure upon this House, but I must say 
a question has been agitated hera for some lime 
which should long ago have been disposed of, or 
kept out antU the great interests of iba nation 
could have received the necessary action: it is a 
subject of minor, or rather of no importance to 
my constituents; there are othor eubjscla belbra 
this Houaa of fur greater interest to them. The 
House ia apending ita time day after day without 
any bexeGcial result, in the discuasion of abstract 
queationa; and certain gentlemen seem to aapire to 
nothing higher than raising questions the eSect of 
which is onl^ lo embarrosa others in the votes 
they are to give, without aiming at any practical 
good. For my own part, I shall feel no embar- 
raasment-flrom this source. My way ia clear. My 
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unless upon tangible and practical propositiona. 
They core nothing about ^e ingenioua devices 
gentlemen may choose to invent for their own 
amusement, or to entrap and puzzle other ^enlle- 
oiGn. They look to Congress for proceedings of 
a higher character, for iagislotion of a graver na- 
uire. They expect solid benelils from the meet- 
ings of Congresa, and not flimsy declamations 
upon as flimsy aubjects. 

I aak gentlemen to look serioualy into this mat- 
ter; 10 withdraw their eyes for a few moments 
from the beautiAil nifrgers, if they can — if their 
sympathies and aflbcuona are not too deeply in- 
volved in the fortunes of Sambo and Dinah — if 
they can for a little while recollect that there are a 
few white people too who would like lo receive 
Bome alten lion, —and to proceed lo the despatch of 
the public buauiesa, and Id let negroes and negro 
slavery rest a little. They will be all the better 
for il; and better slill would it be for them if this 
obtrusive sympathy had never been excited. There 
was a time when thia question was unknown in 
the halls of Congress. Gentlemen assembled here 
then -to Mtend lo the public iaureats, and ^uis(l]r 
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ray. In those 
days, the work of emsncipotion want od without 
aowe, but iV'th a ateody progrGSS. During thia 
Beriod, aeieril of tha StBleB id wbich slnvery was 
legalized adopted syelenu of gradual eniancipsliorii 
and under the slow, but sure and eafe, opemtionB 
of this ayBtem, ^avary disiippearBd from within 
tibeir limJlB. Other States, in whicb the inslituliDti 
BlJll exialE, were nboul to fallow ihia enlightened 
and politic example. But a few individuals in free 
SUUea, incnpalile of bringing themselves into no- 
tice bf honorable meana, determined to do so by 
expcdieolsofiidiirerentcharHeter. Their malicious 
spirits could not conlemplate the.steadyand smooth 
piogrua of a good wonc without ecvp; and Iheir 
ficBt nioiemeot was to check il, b; pretending to 
hsuten it along— thus adding hypocrisy to niSig- 
nity. Theji iherefore inlerfered with the good 
work wbieh the oilizens of the alaveholding States 
had oommenceU, determined to take the job out of 
their hands, and to finish it, not by codItbcI, nor 
by permiesion, but by maio farce, and in their 
own way — ihe way, loo, most ofiensive and inju- 
rious 10 lliose who raatly possessed ihe sole right 
to inteifare in the mailer. This threw the people 
of those States upon iheir reserved riahis, and 
compelled them, hoai self-reapecl, lo abandon a 
labor they saw and felt the wiadom and necessity 
of eompleiing. Thia impertinent meddling has 
cost the nation millions of dollars, and there ]a not 
one slave the less. If these agilatota had but 
attended to their own busineaa, the work of eman- 
cipation would have gone on smoothly aad quie'ly; 
Biilliona of dollars would have been saved to the 
public Ireiuury; the bond of union among the 
Slatea would hove b^en strengthened; the public 
buainesfl would have reeoived prompt allenlion; 
and demagogues would have sunk mto the ob- 
scurity they deserve. It is not too late to bring 
these things about yet. It Utrue, the money that 
has been squandered, and the time thnl has been 
wasted, cannot be recalled; but we can start anew, 
and .eacape from the dangers that threaten, and 
make the future atone for the past. 

We have much buainesB on hand that is prop- 
erly our 04n, or haa been Inlruated to us by a 
confiding people. Why should we not sive our 
attention to that first? And when that is done, let 

account of our stewardship, and inquire what Other 
service we can perform for their benefit. But no: 
here we are forever disputing about matters with- 
out form or substance. 

The course pursued by thia House reminds me 
of an anecdote I have heard of a Utile boy who 
went to a woman in his neighborhood to get her 
to patch hia pantaloons. The boy had perhaps 
been sliding on the cellar-door loo much: at any 
"":, the seal of his ponlaloonS" was considerably 



by his admiring friends, 
going to mill, " with his shirt-tail sticking out he- 
hind," The woman asked him why his mother 
did not nut a pslch on for him. " Why," said Ihe 
lad, "she ia busy at a sewing society, making 
clolhea for the poor Qreeka." "Well," replied 
the woman, "ask your mother to come home and 
attend to her own household, and then, if she has 
an; lime Id tpare, she cangireit to the Qreeks." 



There is a moral in this little story quite applicable 
to the pre^icnt condition of things here. We are 
here busily oxpending our HympaUiieH and time 
upon the Greeks, who,ore faraway, and wttn have 
1101 solicited our interference, while, as John Ran- 
dolph said, "the Greeks are at our doors." Yea, 
sir, there are some twenty millions of these Amer- 
ican Qreeks at our doiy^i asking and expecting 
muti at our hands; and they have a right not on^ 
to Bsk and to expect, but to demand, acompliance 
with their wishes. And are we to turn s deaf ear 
to their prayers and their wants, and force out; 
lander care upon those who ask it not, and into 
regions to which our forefathers solemnly bound 
themselvea and their posterity it should never be 
extended .' 

Sir, if we wish to interfere with State institu- 
tions, have we not, in jnosl of these States, an 
institution equally unjust and injurious to the great 
bodj of the people and to the prosperity of the 
country with this muuh -talked -about and much- 
synyjBthized-about slavery? I mean the banking 
ioaUtution. This inlkniaus institution not only 
holds slaves, but exists by making slaves — not of 
the black man, but of the while man; il is farorer 
riveting its insidious chains upon the needy and 
upon the unwary. Many an uoneal, hard-work- 
ing man has mauled rolls for filly cents a hundred, 
thai he might be able to gat a little cofiee, or tea, 
or sugar, or some other delicacy or necessary, fot- 
a sick wife or child, or to pay a doctor's bill, and 
received for his tabor the false promises of Ibis 
kind of institution, when perhaps tlie very next 
day they become worthless, leavmr the poor man 
ana his family to suffer, whilst the bankers roll 
in luxury purchased by these frauds. Sir, this 
is no fancy sketch; it has happened to thousands. 
There is scar^ly a laboring man In any of tbe 
Slal& where banking is tolerated but has been 
injured more or less by this villanous institution. 
There has been more misery, more real heart- 
rending distress, inflicted upon the white popula- 
tion of this country, within twenty years, by 
bonks, thou upon the blacks within fifty years by ■ 
slavery. Storlljng os this declaration may apnear, 
it is true. And yet these gentlemen who talk so 
glibly about enlarging " the circle of human sym- 
pathies and human aS'ectione,"ao as to take in the 
negroes, exclude from that circle the unforlunate 
victims of thia hellish system, although of Ihait . 
own color, and, peradvenlure, of their own blood. 

Sir, here is an enemy to human liberty, to equal 
riehta, and to sound morality, that ought to ba 
subdued. I think there is a clause in ihe Consti- 
tution which prohibits the "emission of bills of 
credit byany of Ihe States." Now, if these bank 
notes are not "bills of credit," they are but lh« 
Bhobby substitutes for them, and ought lo be sup- 
pressed, in Ibis measure the whole Union is in- 
terested, and a day now and then might be profit- 
ably employed on it. But this question is not 
now before Congress; but il hos a much belter 
right lo be here than this everlasting question of 

'" ' ' ■" that thia abol' ' 



enemy of Democratic principles, 

m times by tbe name of Whiggery. 1 havs 

i different roads, that w?ien I see any new 
ug Started 1 feel pretty certain this old anl«g- 



ontBt ia at Ihe bottom or it. Like the Bcuttte-fieh, 
which, when it is pursued by an enemy, imme- 
diRleJy.roili the water. In order to conceal ilself in 
the dirt it raiteB, or to blind il» foe, and thereby 
make ici escape, the Whig party ia edmoet all the 
time in mutldy water. 1 remember a few yeatu 
ago it ventured to attack the old aage who sleeps at 
■he Hermitage, in elear WRler, but its defeat was 
so averwiielming that it immediately took refuse 
in the muddy waters of Bnti-masanry, and then, 
thinking itself quite concealed from view, renewed 
the attack on ibe old man and the Democralic 

Early, but without doiug the least harm. It haa 
aen in dirif water and in dirty husmesa pretty 
much ever amce, and has got so used to it that it 
now BflEerls a claim to all free dirt, and a little 
more, and hag managed to envelop itaelf Bo (hor- 
ou«;hIy in it thai many good people are dcoeiieit 
by il. I think, however, if we could get this 
sbolilion Gsh into clear water, and scrape a few 
of the scales off it, we would find it beloiiga to the 
Whig family. But I care not what forma il may 
aBaume,nor what claima it may set up, if il would 
only keep them out of thia Chamber, and allow us 

which we are OMembled. 

I declare, in the presence of this House, before 
my conatiluents and the world, the course this 
I;I<mse is pursuing is disgraceful and degrading to 
its character. The seesion is nowaboutliairuver; 
there is a vast amount of public business to attend 
to— buainesB, loo^f the highest importance; yet 
here we are caviling about atistnictions. A solemn 
^oiae warns us to desist from this misapplicatioa 
of time. The cholera is approaching; and' I pre- 
dict, that in anothpr week it will be omong us. 



And if it should come. Congress will not he kept 
together one week after the event. There are yet 
no Bppraprlationa made for the ensuin^ year; and 
should a cholera panic dissolve this Hause with- 
out these appropriations, (he very worst of evils 
must inevitatly flow from il, or an early eitra 
session of Congress will have lo be called, at a 
cost of a few hundred Ihouiand dollars, which can 
every cent be saved, if gentlemen would only slop 
to reflect whal is Iheir duty, and how short the 
time for discharging it. And 1 earneally urge il 
upon their sober consideration to lay aside all ex- 
traneous questions, and to go to work upon the ' 
buaineas which the Consliiution has expressly 
placed in their bands, to consult the interests of 
ihcir common country, and to hearken to the peli' 
tiona sent here by their conslituenls sug^sliug 
measures for legietative action. With these most 
importanl national interests before us, we permit 
our time, lo be consumed in these disgraceful 
scenes. I feel it, therefore, to be my duly to aslc 
the Speaker to inform ma how I can get clear of 
thia idle, worse then useless wrangling — whether 
by n motion to lay on the table, or to postpone 
indefinitely, or by what other way? 

[SEvEaALYOicEBi " Call IhepreviousQueBtion."! 

Mr. SAWYER. Well, I will do ao; and I am 
not afraid to vote upon it. I move the previous 
qufslion, and i will not withdraw it. 

Mr.GIDDINGS. Iw 



Mr. SAWYER. No, 
Mr.GIDDINGS. Iw 

league 

Mr. SAWYER. I wa 



the ear of my colleague 

It lo inquire of my col^ ,_ 
to go lo some other ^ 
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